
HONOLULU ETHICS COMMISSION

Mission Statement

To ensure that all employees, 
elected officials, and appointed 

officers demonstrate the highest 
standards of ethical conduct so 

that the public may have trust and 
confidence in the integrity  

of government.

“We hold the public’s trust.”

Key Values
Independence

Transparency

Above Reproach Honolulu Ethics Commission
Kapālama Hale
925 Dillingham Blvd., Suite 190 
Honolulu, HI  96817
P: 808.768.9242
F: 808.768.7768
E: ethics@honolulu.gov
       @HonEthicsComm
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ABOUT THE 
HONOLULU  

ETHICS 
COMMISSION

Who We Are, What We Do



Q: WHAT IS THE ETHICS 
COMMISSION?
•  A 7-member board, appointed by the 

Mayor, confirmed by the City Council
•  First and oldest in Hawai‘i, initial 

members appointed in 1967
•  Holds regularly scheduled public 

meetings to oversee the City’s ethics, 
lobbyist programs

•  Decides ethics cases (like a court)  

Q: WHAT DOES THE 
ETHICS COMMISSION 
DO?
•  Answers questions on gifts, 

conflicts of interest, disclosures, 
misuse of city resources & 
positions, post-city & outside 
employment, preferential 
treatment 

•  Investigates, prosecutes ethics 
law violations by city personnel

•  Trains city personnel to 
understand, apply city ethics laws

•  Develops city ethics policy 
through advisory opinions, law 
amendments

•  Registers lobbyists

ETHICS COMMISSION 
DOES NOT HANDLE …
•  Management issues, union grievances  

(call Human Resources 808.768.8500)

•  Fraud, budget, budgetary policies 
(call Budget/Fiscal Services 
808.768.3901)

•  Procurement, city purchasing 
(call Purchasing 808.768.5535)

•  General complaints (e.g., potholes) 
(call Customer Services 808.768.4381)

•  Criminal conduct, other emergency 
(call Police 911)

•  City lawmaking, city audits 
(call City Clerk 808.768.3810 or  
district councilmember’s office) 

This brochure is a general guide and not legal advice.

Why Have City Ethics Laws?

The Hawai‘i State Constitution, 
Article XIV, declared: “The people of 

Hawai‘i believe that public officers and 
employees must exhibit the highest 

standards of ethical conduct and 
that these standards come from the 
personal integrity of each individual 

in government. To keep faith with this 
belief… each [county]… shall adopt a 

code of ethics…. ”

“Each code of ethics shall be 
administered by a separate ethics 

commission…. ”


